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cured him the confidence of Sertorius'fl friends. He accomplished his mission completely and easily. On his way back he passed through Northern Italy, and took occasion to say there that he considered the time to have come foi the franchise, which now stopped at the Po, to be extended to the foot of the Alps
The consulship of Pompey and Ciassus had brought many changes with it, all tending in the same direction The tribunes were restored to their old functions, the censorship was reestablished, and the Senate was at once weeded of many of its disreputable members. Cicero, conservative as he was, had looked upon these measures if not approvingly yet without active opposition To another change he had himself contubuted by his speeches on the Verres piosecution The exclusive judicial poweis which the Senate had abused so scandalously were again taken from them The courts of the Equites were remembered m con-tiast, and a law was passed that for the fatuie the courts were to be composed two thiids of knights and one third only of senatois Cicero's hope of resisting democracy lay in the fusion of the great commoneis with the Senate It was no longer possible foi the aristocracy to rule alone. The few Equites who, since Sylla's time, had made their way into the Senate had yielded to patrician ascendency Ciceio aimed at a reunion of the ciders, and the consulship of Crassus, little as Ciceio liked Crassus peisonally, was a sign of a growing tendency in this direction At all costs the knights must be prevented from identifying themselves with the democrats, and therefore all possible compliments and all possible concessions to their interests were made to them
They recovered their position in the law courts,